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   Stephen Creighton 

delivers 

Workshop II 
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Congratulations to Killeshin Pipe Band 

on celebrating their 60th Anniversary 

Left:  Limerick band recovers from near      

extinction  

Members of the City of Limerick Pipe 

Band tune up ready for St Patrick’s Day  

The band practices on Tuesday and 

Thursday nights in Our Lady Queen of 

Peace School at Janesboro    75 years—

not out 

 

Below:  Youghal Pipe Band, now 110 

years young, the photo below was proba-

bly taken in the late 1930s or early 40s 
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Above: Piobaireachd success for Con Houlihan at the CLASP 

contest on January 13th January 

Workshops 

Workshop II: 

Thanks to David Doyle who organized and collated 

a questionnaire on the second Workshop, held in 

Tralee Bandhall on Sunday 11th February. 

There were 21 respondents in total, 10 pipers, 8 

snare drummers and 3 tenor drummers. 

The outcome of the questionnaire was circulated to 

the members in advance of the meeting. 

There was a high level of satisfaction with the con-

tent, delivery and logistics. It is hoped to continue 

with this format of education, going forward. 

 

Workshop for Pipe Bands Aughnamullen &         

Carlingford: 

Conducted by Terry Tully on 17th & 18th February, 

the initial workshop was in Aughnamullen, Co Mon-

aghan on Saturday 17th February with a second 

session in Carlingford Bandhall, Carlingford, Co 

Louth on Sunday 18th February. 

Both sessions were very well received with high 

praise being accorded to Terry. 

Note:   We are indebted to all the people who photograph bands & events and post 

those photographs in the public domain. 

Members of Thomas Davis Pipe Band, Mallow organising events to celebrate their 

Centenary. 

Left:  Noah Dowling, who together 

with Cian O’Seachnaigh are the 

main ‘movers’ in a recruitment 

campaign for Newcastle West & 

District Pipe Band 

Right: Thank You to                

Fingal County Council who has 

sponsored many of our events this 

year 

It is with great sadness that we learned of the recent death of June Nolan. 

June had been a stalwart member of the IPBA for many years serving as IPBA 

College Secretary, IPBA Registrar and most recently as Treasurer of the organi-

sation. She also served as a Drumming AJudge on the IPBA Panel of Adjudica-

tors. Our deepest sympathies to all her family and friends. 
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Workshop II 

Tralee Bandhall 11th February  

Stephen Creighton 
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Workshop II 

Tralee Bandhall 11th February  

Hanna Creighton 
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PM Terry Tully Workshops 

Aughnamullen 17th February  
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PM Terry Tully Workshops 

Carlingford Bandhall 18th February 
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Ben Cardy — Winner of the Pipe Major 

Tommy Tully 12 & Under Practice 

Chanter Competition  

Left:  

Overall Winner 

Conor Sinclair 
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Ardmore Cup  23rd / 24th February  - Ardmore Co Waterford 
 
Headline: Connor Sinclair retained the Ardmore Cup.  
This year’s competition featured ten top pipers: Alister Donaghy, Chris Earls, James Frazer, Bruce Gandy, Angus MacColl, Will ie McCallum,              
Connor Sinclair, James Stone, Alen Tully and Scott Wallace.  
 
Judges for the event were David Caldwell, Tim Farrelly and John Wilson.   
The contest was organised by Eric M. Stein.  
 
This event consists of two play-offs, a March, Strathspey & Reel element of which three tunes of each mhad to bebe submitted. 
 
The second section consisted of a Medley Selection. 
 
results 

 

  March, Strathspey & Reel   Medley Selection 

1 Connor Sinclair 1 Alen Tully 

2 Bruce Gandy 2 Connor Sinclair 

3 Angus MacColl 3 Bruce Gandy 

4 James Frazer 4 Angus MacColl 

5 Alen Tully 5 James Stone 

LeAbove:  North Texas Caledonian Pipe Band who will be competing in both the East of 

Ireland and the All Ireland Pipe Band Championships 2024 

The North Texas Caledonian Pipes and Drums has established a strong legacy of musical 

excellence since 1977.   

The NTCPD promotes Scottish culture throughout the North Texas area, and is a con-

sistent award winner of competitions throughout the USA. 

Under the leadership of Pipe Major Don Shannon, the band has had the opportunity to 

play with a variety of accomplished musicians, including The Chieftains, Carlos Nuñez, 

Rod Stewart and Michael W. Smith.  T 

The NTCPD is a regular performer at festivals and Highland Games across the country, as 

well as local church services, golf tournaments, concerts, and more. 

This pipe band is an all volunteer organization, where members from across North Ameri-

ca and as far afield as Northern Ireland donate their time, energy and resources to make 

the NTCPD a world class performance and competition band. 

Above & Below: Peace Proms 2024 
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John Dunne retires as SLOT Bass Drummer 

March 2024 
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From Left: Stephen Creighton, Paul Barrett, Simon Hodgett & 

Alen Tully 

American Pipe bands in Limerick for St Patrick’s Weekend 

Above: The Friends of the Shillelagh Pipe Band  

Below: Claddagh Mór Pipe Band from Portland, Maine 

Both bands participated in the Limerick International Band Contest on Mon-

day 18th March 

Members of the Pipe Band Club, Limerick who come together to 

play once a year for St Patrick’s Day 
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A Blast from the Past 

Durrow 30 years ago 
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A Blast from the Past 

continued 
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A Blast from the Past 

continued again 
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A Blast from the Past 

And finally from 1994 
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for detailed information on all IPBA events go to www.ipba.ie 

On the 50th Anniversary of the band, New Ross & District lead the St Patrick’s 

Day Parade in their home town. 

Above:  ‘Save the Date’ For further details contact Brian 

MacMahon on ipba@icloud.com or 086/8326316 
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Above:  The Leinster Solo Piping & Drumming Championships were held in Rush National School on Saturday 23rd March 2024. 

This contest forms the first leg of the IPBA Solo League. Congrats to all who participated and a special shout to all those who were in the prizes. 

The Adjudicators for the day were Ronan Maguire (Piping & Piobaireachd), Stephen Creighton (Drumming) & Piping Assessors Julian Dorman and 

Paul Russel. This was the first event for the newly reconstituted Leinster Branch IPBA. Many thanks for a well run event.  
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120 Years Ago 
In Navan, in July 1904, John Drennan of the Dublin Pipers’ Club played a selection on the warpipes at an 
open air concert.  
A ‘Pipers’ Concert’, sponsored by Cumann na Piobairí (Dublin Pipers’ Club), was held in the Rotunda on the 
17th December, where it is noted that bagpipes were played.  

 
We have Master Bernard O’Donovan, Skibereen, recorded as demonstrating the warpipes by playing a selec-
tion at the Dingle Feis on 25th July 1904.  Bernie was equally proficient on the Warpipes and Uilleann pipes. 
He later moved to Chicago USA  

Cork Pipers’ Club members     Bernie 
O’Donovan, Michael & Mary McCarthy  

110 Years Ago 
the Oireachtas 

 
The Oireachtas was an arts festival promoting Irish Language and Culture, which ran for a week every year, 

featuring performances, demonstrations and competitions (literary, music, games, dancing, instrumental etc). 

The festival was organised by Conradh na Gaeilge and was initiated in 1897. 

An ‘Coiste Sugradh Gael’, the Games and Carnival Committee of Dublin Gaelic League, which appears to have 

been ‘aligned’ with the Oireachtas Committee, was the body which initially had responsibility for pipe bands, 

their first promotion being a ‘pipe band camp’ at the 1910 Oireachtas. 

Edward Martyn, the philanthropic President of the Dublin Pipers’ Club presented a solid silver cup for the win-

ners of the pipe band contest. 

 
There was an objection to the winner of the solo piping as his pipes had been produced in Scotland 

26th August  1914 
  

Oireachtas 
  

Killarney, Co Kerry 

Bands 
  
1st   Dublin Pipers Club 
2nd  Athlone Pipers Club 
3rd   Lusk Pipers Club 
  
9 bands participated 
  

Solo War Pipes 
  
Solos 
1st Lughaidh Mac an Uasail,  35 Mayfield Avenue,  East 
Ealing, London, (Louis Noble) 
2nd James Wynne, Sycamore Street, Dublin 
31 soloists competed 

Lusk Pipers parade through   

Best Arrangement of 6 tunes on the warpipes: 1st  Laurence Gardiner, Rathdowney, Queen’s Co, 2nd Risteard Mac Ardhguill, Pipers’ Club, Lusk 

Lusk Pipers’ Club and others Killarney 1914 including William Gibson (LordAshbourne) 

Our History 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
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New Rules for Pipe Bands at An tOireachtas for 1914 included 
Minimum of six pipers also a contest was instigated for the best medley of six tunes on the Warpipes and the best composition of a reel  - manuscripts 
had to be submitted in advance. 

Members of the London Pipers’ Club at the Oireachtas Contest, Killarney 
August 1914 

Lusk Piper’s Club (Black Raven) 26th August 1914  parade through   
Killarney. The Limerick contingent in this parade was led by a lady solo 
piper, possibly Miss Maggie McDonnell 

Art McMurrogh Warpipers Enniscorthy 

Apart from the initial annual Oireachtas, counties Wexford and Waterford 
appear to be the area in which solo and pipe band contests of the early 
20th Century found most purchase and both Feis Carman and Feis 
Portlairge were generally well attended and contested by solo pipers 
and pipe bands. 

It was at Feis Carman, held in New Ross, Co Wexford on 25th June 

1914 that we have the first recorded placing of St Laurence O’Toole 
Pipe Band in a contest, when they achieved second place to             
Art McMurrogh Warpipers, Enniscorthy. 

1914 Pipe Bands become ‘Politicised’ 

In an August ’14 article, printed in several newspapers, which was possibly penned by J Curry Brownstown Kildare, a member of the executive commit-

tee of Piobairí na hÉireann, he makes the case for the newly established Irish Volunteer Movement to establish pipe bands, rather than brass or fife and 

drum bands, as part of their establishment, indicating that instruments, both pipes and drums can be had from McKenzies, Bolton Street  and       

McCullogh’s Belfast. Expert advice can be had from the Irish Pipers’, 5 Windsor Villas, Ballybough, Dublin. 

The Secretary of the Irish Warpipers’ League, Piobairí na hÉireann was Prionsais Mac Ionnraich of the above address. 

1914 saw the spread of the Volunteer movement throughout the country and the consequent founding of large numbers of pipe bands directly associ-
ated with this movement  

The Tailteann Games or Aonach Tailteann 
 

The Tailteann Games or Aonach Tailteann was an Irish Sporting and Cultural Festival held in the Dublin in 1924, 1928, and 1932.  
 
While primarily seen as a sporting tournament, sporting events only made up a portion of the ‘Games’.  Competitive events were organised in Irish 
Dancing, Poetry, Prose, Drama, Oratory and Story Telling (All in Irish and English).  Music competitions were held in the categories of brass and pipe 
bands, individual pipers and harpists and individual singers. 
When Dáil Éireann was established in 1919 Sinn Féin embraced the idea of reviving the Aonach  
Aonach Tailteann was initially scheduled for 1922, however the outbreak of the Civil War meant that the games were postponed until August of 1924. 
 
At the time the first games were held, much of Dublin had yet to be rebuilt after the fighting of the Independence struggle and the Civil War.  
 

The organisation of the Games was a tremendous undertaking and thirty two sub-committees were set up to co-ordinate events. 



 25 

                                                                IRISH PIPE BAND ASSOCIATION 

                      Newsletter 

                                                       Cumann Buíon Píobaire na hÉireann 
Registered Charity Number (RCN)  

20204482  

100 Years Ago  

Tailteann Games Pipe Band & Solo Piping Championships 1924 

The Tailteann Pipe Band Contest 1924, held in the Showgrounds, Ballsbridge, was an oddly run affair, held on two separate days over three sessions, 
the first being on Tuesday 12th August, from 2.30 to 5.30 pm, when bands, most of which were from outside Dublin competed.  
In spite of the unfavourable weather there was a good attendance and the crowd proved very appreciative. That evening from 7.00 pm the Dublin 
bands played. To confuse the issue further, bands from Northern Ireland were heard on Saturday 16 th August from 2.00 pm. 
The adjudicator for these contests was Dr S C Bannatyne, a Scot, who was a prolific composer and writer on all matters relating to piping including 
Piobaireachd. 
The above arrangements were destined to cause little confusion and a lot of controversy, with the outcome that the results could not officially be re-
leased until 1st September due to objections. 
 
The Solo Piping was run in a similar fashion with the greater number of entrants being heard on Friday 15 th August, commencing with players from the 
provinces at 2.30 pm and those from Dublin at 7.00 pm while the Northern Ireland Soloists competed on Saturday 16 th August from 2.30 pm. 
The solo contest was held in the Great Central Hall, Ballsbridge.  
The event had a large attendance with great interest shown. The night session on Friday was particularly well attended. 
 
Competitors were required to play test pieces consisting of  
a) any 4 part 2/4 March, b) Moneymusk, c) any Irish Reel      and  
a) March, b) Strathspey, c) Reel. 

Some of the competitors noted on Friday were: 

Joseph Mullaney 100 Short Strand, Belfast 

Alexander O’Toole Kilruddery, Bray 

F J Biggar-Hope Campbell Lodge, Hawthorne Road 

Tadgh O’Croadhlaoich Lee Pipers’ Cork 

Sean Ryan 106 Gerald Griffith Street, Cork 

Michael Magee 43 Springview Street, Belfast 

Stanley Howett St Joseph’s Prize Pipers’ Band, Manchester 

George C Huntley St Joseph’s Prize Pipers’ Band, Manchester 

Harold Hickey St Joseph’s Prize Pipers’ Band, Manchester 

J Byrne St John’s Ambulance Brigade 

Richard Young St John’s Ambulance Brigade 

George Purcell St John’s Ambulance Brigade 

Further contestants were to be heard on Saturday 16th August 

The adjudicator for the Solo Piping was Sergeant 
Major Louis Noble, Chief Instructor, Pipe Band 
Army School of Music, Beggar’s Bush, Dublin. 

Irish Examiner   -  Monday 1st September 1924 
Results of Band Contests 
 
In the case of the band contests at the Tailteann Games, it has been impossi-
ble until today to announce the names of the winning bands owing to objec-
tions having been lodged in certain cases. 
These objections have been most carefully considered by the Musical Com-
mittee and their findings were put before the General Purposes Committee of 
the Tailteann Council, who upheld the decision of the adjudicator in every 
case except that of the military bands. 
The following are the results:  - 

Pipe Bands  
1st  St Laurence O’Toole’s, Dublin.  
2nd Lee Pipers, Cork and St John’s Ambulance, Dublin were adjudged equal in 
second place. 
 
Individual War Pipes 
1st   Richard Young, St John’s Ambulance Band, Dublin 
2nd  F J Bigger-Hope, Belfast. 
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Odds & Sods 


